Diagnosis of acute lower limb deep venous thrombosis with ultrasound: trends and controversies.
Acute deep venous thrombosis of the lower limb is a common and threatening condition whose clinical diagnosis is known to be unreliable. Sonography has gradually superseded venography as the primary diagnostic procedure. A review of the medical literature shows that sonography offers a high level of sensitivity and specificity in symptomatic patients but suffers from a lack of sensitivity at the calf level and in asymptomatic patients. Technologic progress, as well as increased operator experience, may improve sensitivity. Nevertheless, several critical issues remain unresolved, such as the significance of free-floating thrombi, the usefulness of calf and bilateral examination, the criteria that are essential to the diagnosis, the risk of compression sonography, and sonography's role in the direct detection of venous emboli.